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is part of the Secatinent of Northern Affairs and Nati 
it is the federal agency charged with carrying out the re 1 
of Canada under. the Migratory Birds Treaty with the Unite 
and in that capacity it is responsible for the annual revisi 
the Migratory Bird Regulations. The Service also kes ar r 
for the annual Federal-Provincial Wildlife Conference t 
Wildlife administrators of the Federal Government i the . 
ac. 
- 


meet 60 i" oc Ad sé Dp reo oolems of May “ 





During the past t } 
by pollution of waters has beer re) 
ferences, and as far back as 1! 
mending Federal legislation to 
wastes into Canadian waters ed 
@ special provision should be . 
Regulations to centrol pollutic 
That provision, which was inco1 j 
still in effect, reads as follows 

"No person shall knewingly place, cause ko be pl ced 0} 
in any Ld 


manner permit the flow or entrance of oil, o13 
or subs ‘tances harmful to wl eoutod waterfowl into 


or upon waters frequented by migratory waterfow! or water 


flowing into such waters or the ice covering either of 

such waters. 
Although we have nhac that provision for six years 
cofivictions have been made under it. The principal reagsor ; 


most waters frequented by migratory waterfowl and subject t 


lution are in the developed areas of the country and are cove 
by pricr legislation, such ss the Fisheries Act and federal 1 
aeéaling with harbours, navigable waters ‘and shipping. Migrato 


waterfowl may be harmed by pollution not covered 
but such instances are likely to ve of a lecal ar 
nature, difficult to detect, and often escaping obse 
report, 


Our officers have from time to time reported 
Ans tances ot Gamage to waterfowl by pollution. iIn.some of th 
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cases it was found that action was being taken against 
under other laws. In the other cases, either the yollut 
not bs traced to any individual or corporation, or else 
be accidental, Since our regulation contains the word | 
it does not Cover accidental or involuntary pollution. 


we believe) however, that the regulations served a 
valuable purpose, It gives us the power to Seacaercan a deliberat: 
offender in some circumstances where other legislation does 
apply. In addition, ty its existence it affirms the interest of 
wildlife administration in questions dealing with pollutia: 


Last year's Conference again discussed the continuing 
threat of pollution to wildlife. It adopted a resolution urging 
that the Fisheries Act, and other legislation should be strenct} 
to compel industries to avoid or eliminate pollution of eb hg Dy 
011 or other wastes. The resolution did not specifically recomac: 
any change in the Migratory Bird Regulations, which are He only 
form of legislation in which the Canadian Wildliffe Service could 
take any action in the matter, This Service, however, undertook 

- an investigation of the effects of pollution on wildlife in 
Canada, Our field officers were asked to report on the situation 
in their ow districts. I shall now give you a surmary of their 
reports, taking the provinces from east to west. 
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In Newfoundiand the problem is mainly confined to 
wastes waters, O11 pollution comes from five main aources: 


/{2) The cleaning out of fuel o11 tanks before re-loading 
with whale or seal o11; 


(2) The discharge of used ae, ea etl from sht: 
(3) Waste o41 in bilges; 
(4) Accidental leaks from storage tanks and pipe lines; 


(5) Wrecks, isuiewane ships sunk during the war. bors. 
lution i Re ag source may ee sckuete of es after 
the actual loss of the ship. : 
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The total annual losses of sea birds from pollution 
on the Newfoundland coasts are very large, especially in such 

areas a8 the Straits of Belle Isle and the south coast of the 
Avalon Peninsule, in one particular case, dead and dying birds 
were found along 80 miles of shoreline within two weeks of the 
wreck of a ahip which carried 200 tons of fuel oil. In one settle- 
ment alone, it was said that residents secured about 1,500 ducks 
for food as the result of that wreck, 


In Prince Edward Island and most of New Brunswick 
lesses of sea birds from o11 pollution are generally small. Many 
Nova Scotia localities on the Atlantic Coast have reported losses 
in recent years. Tne blame is generally placed on wrecks end 
bilge from oil-buraing ships, although there are also probable 
long-lasting effects from tankers sunk during the war. 


A special problem is caused in New Brunswick by port- 
able sawmills, ‘These often operate near streams. Sawdust fron 
their sawdust piles is washed into the streams by rein, causing 
harm to fish and other aquatic life which may not be observed 
until after the mill has left the districts The spraying of 

- large forest areas with DDT, to control spruce budworm, has also 
led to the killing of fish and aquatic invertebretes in certain 
sreas.-~ An unusual case is reported from Woodstock, New Bruns- 
wick, where a trout stream has been ruined by wastes discharged 
from a starch factory across the international boundary in the 
state of Matne, 


in Suebec the most serious problem is river pollution 
by city sewage and industrial wastes. Sportsmen's associations 
have protested against damege to fisheries from those sources, 
but no harm to waterfowl from those causes has been reported. 
Some oil pollution has’ occurred on the lower 8t. Lawrence and 
along the coast of the Gaspe Peninsula, but shipping owners 
and operators have generally been very co-operative and obser- 
vant of the law. Any serious cases of pollution caused by 













shipping in that area in recent years appear to have been ac- 7 
cidental. fare ttvs | cs a 

2. In Ontario there are several critical areas. The : 
Snanis . n North Ontario is an example of a river, 


Don River at Toronto, — 
4 tory i ~ 





p 

Digitized by the Internet Archive : 
in 2022 with funding from * 
___ University of Alberta Libraries 










‘7 


» bey ny 

~ al ie , 

tone : 
. pte 


img a 
Oren 











oe 


: ‘In the western provinces harm to wildlife by pollutio: 
has been more localized. There have in the past been complaints 
oy Winnipeg anglers about the dumping of municipal sewage and oi] 
wastes into the Red River, but city authorities and industrial 
coricerns have co-operated to reduce pollution from those sources 
Wo harmful effects on ducks or muskrats have been reported. 


; There has been some Gamage to fish, and ocvasionsil: 
to dicks, through 611 pollution in Moose Jaw Creek in Sasketchewar 
At Kamsack wastes from an o11 refinery have been poured into e 
creek which empties into the Assiniboine River. but no harm to 
fish or wildlife has been reported. There have been many come 
plaints from Prince Albert about o11 and industrial pollution 

af the North Saskatchewan River, said to criginate in Edmonton, 
but fish and wildlife in Saskatchewan do not appear to be of- 
fected. aeee | 


About two years ago our bird-banding section received 

a report about a banded duck Pound dead in an o11 pit near Black- 
foot, Alberta. The finder said that many ducks lost their lives 
¢n the of] pita, and this Service thereupon made 4n extensive 
investigation. It was found that crude oil in surface pits hac 
indeed caused the death of a number of ducks near Blackfoot anc 
Lloydminister, the ducks evidently mistaking the oil for water 

- 4m dim light. However, surface oi! pits were being rapidly elim- 
4ynsted as oil fields were developed, and they are no longer cor- 
sidered to be a serioua threat to waterfowl. 


| For several years Calgary sportsmen have been protest- 
ing against the discharge of o11 wastes into the Bow River in that 
area. The wastes do not appear to Kili fish, but they do give the 
fish an unpleasant taste. We understand thst the ofi refineries 
are taking steps which may solve the problem. 


oe According to our reports, pollution is not 4 serious 
threat to wildlife resources in British Columbia, Some accidental 
discharges of o11 into streams have been reported, but industries 
are generally co-operative and provincial laws on the subject ere 
well observed. Occasionally waterfowl are killed in coastal. 7 
waters by oil discharged from ships, but the lossea are compare — ot 
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was caused by arsenical fumes from a smelter near Yellowimile. 
The fumes are heavy and tend to sink through the air, so that 
in winter a dangerous concentration of arsenic was built up on 
the snow for a considerable distance from the smelter. One 
child and several domestic animals died as the result of eating 
snow or drinking puddle water so contaminated. Probably wiidc- 
life was also affected, but we have no reports on that point. 
We are informed that the situation has been greatly improved, 
and that there is no longer any danger te human beings, or 
presumably to wildlife, from normal smelter operations. 


‘TO SUMMARIZE: 


Pollution of coastal waters by ofl from shipping is 
a serious threat to aquatic birds in certain areas of Newfound- 
land and on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia; it causes occasions1 
damage on the lower St. Lawrence and the coast of British Columbia; 
elsewhere in Canada it is almost negligible. 


Pollution of inland waters by oil from shipping exists 
along the St. Lawrence waterway, especially in harbour areas, and 
affects fish and waterfowl. 


Pollution of rivers and lakes by city sewage and 
industrial wastes, including oil refinery wastes, affects fish, 
and to a lesser extent waterfowl, in the more thickly=<populated 
regions of Ontario and Cuebec, and in a few other areas. In 
some cases the pollution does not directly harm the fish in those 
inland waters, but it impairs their flavour and destroys the 
amenities of sport fishing. 


Apart from o1l shipping, city sewage, and industrial 
wastes, the only other type of pollution reported was caused by 
smelter fumes. It is not a common type, and is not believed to 


closely concerned with control and prevention of pollution in. i oe 
Canadian waters. Section 4O, of the Migratory Bird Regulations — 
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